
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Roughwood Primary School Newsletter 

Spring Term – Friday 9th March 2018 
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,   
Well, that was exciting! For what I hope are obvious reasons, this newsletter is a week late. My apologies for that, 
but after the snow we had last week, I’m sure you’ll forgive us. Before the school closed, we did manage to have a 
really fun playtime on the Wednesday morning and were proud of how well our children responded; no messing 
about or being dangerous, just good old-fashioned fun in the snow. 
 

                  
 
 
Book Week: 
One unfortunate result of the closure due to bad weather, was the cutting short of our Book Week, which had been 
timed to coincide with World Book Day on the 1st March. In the end, we only managed to have two days’-worth of 
Story Roundabout – the time when staff moved round school to read a story to a class other than their own. This is 
always a really popular part of our Book Week and I’m sure we will try to fit another one in sometime soon to make 
up for it. For the first time this year, we tried out the idea of reading stories to the children as they were eating their 
lunch in the dining room. We called it, “Tales From the Tall Chair” and whilst some children were desperate to eat 
their lunch as quickly as possible (and get out to play), others did take their time a little and listen to the tales being 
read.  
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Story Roundabout   Tales from the Tall Chair          The actual ‘Tall Chair’ 
 
We did decide that whilst the rest of Book Week would have to be cancelled, we would go ahead with the book 
character fancy dress parade which took place this Wednesday. As ever, there were some fabulous costumes to 
be seen. Thank you to everyone who got involved; it is so important for us to try and develop a love of reading to 
help set our children up for the future. 
 

     
 
Y1 & 2 visit Conisborough Castle.: 
Y1 and 2 this term are studying all sorts of towers, turrets and tunnels so it seemed logical to go and visit what is 
one of the best castles in the country – Conisborough Castle. They had a fantastic time there walking all around the 
castle walls, as well as taking part in a workshop where they acted out a Medieval story and a treasure hunt in the 
Inner Bailey part of the castle. 
 

         
Around the castle walls                                  What a view! 
 
Drumming in Foundation Stage:  
‘Tinga-Tinga’ is a style of art made popular in Africa and forms the basis of the current focus of the learning for the 
children in our Foundation Stage. As part of the study, they have been looking at African rhythms and percussion, 
so we were delighted to welcome a professional drummer to come and give us a session playing a range of 
instruments, but mainly the djembe which is an African drum made originally from animal skin. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Balbir Singh Dance Project: 
We are very lucky to have been chosen to be one of the few schools in Rotherham who will be working closely with 
the renowned Balbir Singh Dance Company, developing a piece that will hopefully be showcased as part of this 
year’s Rotherham Children’s Festival. All the pupils in Years 3,4 and 5 have already visited Magna and seen the 
kind of work the company produce, and now dancers are coming into school to take regular sessions which will 
eventually be put together into a finished dance piece. The dancers have already said how much they enjoy 
working with our pupils and commented on just how good their ideas are. Well, we knew that didn’t we? But, it is 
nice to have it acknowledged by professional artists. 
 

                     
 

                     
 
 
Healthy Lunchboxes: 
As I’m sure you are aware, in line with our drive to encourage our children to have a healthy lifestyle, both now and 
when they are older, we developed and sent out a Willow Tree Academy Healthy Lunchbox leaflet. During the 
week commencing 19th February, we tried to promote healthy lunchboxes by rewarding children with Golden 
Tickets which then went into a hat. Overall, we were really pleased with the way people responded and, if nothing 
else, we hope it made the children consider what they are actually putting into their bodies. Obviously, this 
shouldn’t just be for one week of the year, so we are continuing to promote healthy lunchboxes – just not with the 
Golden Tickets. However, we do have two winners whose names were pulled out of the hat, and they have chosen 
their prizes this week. 
 
 

 
                  Mia and Keagan – Our Healthy Lunchbox winners 
 
 



 
 
 

 
  
        
THERE ARE REGULAR UPDATES AND PICTURES ABOUT WHAT IS GOING ON IN SCHOOL BEING 
UPLOADED ONTO OUR WEBSITE AND OUR TWITTER PAGE @roughwoodschool 
 

         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Whole School Attendance target = 95% 
 

Whole School Attendance for 19.02.18 – 07.03.18: 93.2% 
KS1 Highest Attending Class 19.02.18 – 07.03.18: Class 2 – 94.9% 
KS2 Highest Attending Class 19.02.18 – 07.03.18: Class 6 – 95.6%  

  
We are still very concerned about attendance. As I mentioned last time, research shows that 
children who attend school regularly, are more successful in the future – not just in tests, but in 
every area of their lives.  

Please make every effort to get your child to school. 
 

Diary Dates 
 

Tuesday 20th March – Easter Services at St Johns Church  
                              1.30pm (KS1) and 2.00pm (KS2) 

Wednesday 21st March – Easter Bonnet Competition 
 

Friday 9th February 2018 
Congratulations go to: 

Chestnuts: Jesse Hobson 
Class 2: Ellie Majernikova 
Class 3: Harrison Bullas 
Class 4: Lennon Sweeney 
Class 5: Cody Felvus-Smith 
Class 6: Robbie Hutkai 
Class 7: Ella Fox 
Class 8: Jack Ripley 
Class 9: Leon Sanderson 

 

Friday 22nd February 2018 
Congratulations go to: 

Class 2: Skyler Kelly-Shipman 
Class 3: Molly Waterhouse 
Class 4: Olly Wordsworth 
Class 5: Lilly Foers 
Class 6: James Wilson 
Class 7: Luke Matthews 
Class 8: Maddison Longden 
Class 9: Cara Sutherland 

 

 

On Thursday 22nd March we 
will be selling delicious, 
home-made biscuits to help 
raise vital funds for the 
Rotherham Hospice. These 
will be sold for £1 and every 
penny will go towards the 
fund. Experience shows 
that Roughwood is 
particularly generous when 
it comes to raising money 
for good causes.        

 

P.E Kits: 
We are becoming increasingly 
concerned about the number of pupils 
who seem to be coming to school 
without their PE kits. Please could you 
try to ensure your child brings theirs to 
school on a Monday and leaves it at 
school until Friday, rather than taking 
it home each day.  
The kit is: white T shirt, navy/black 
shorts, pumps or trainers for 
outdoor PE and a sweatshirt for 
colder weather. 


